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Meeting Minutes Regular Meeting of the
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
6:45 PM
Council Chambers

Committee Members
Chairman Benson Alderman Musillami Alderman Finn

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Benson called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.
2. ROLL CALL

Present:	Chairman Benson, Alderman Finn and Alderman Musillami
Also Present: 	Mayor McDermott, City Clerk Kmet, Alderman Mikolyzk, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, City Administrator Paul, Chief Klimek, and Deputy Clerk Cordova. 
3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC.

None. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 6, 2024.

4.a.  Approval of the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes – March 6, 2024.

The minutes of the regular meeting of March 6, 2024 were previously distributed to the members of the Infrastructure Committee. 
A motion was made by Chairman Musillami to approve the minutes from the March 6, 2024 meeting, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

5. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

5.a. Discussion to consider allowing dogs in City Parks.

Chairman Benson stated that on City Administrator Paul’s staff memo she has several options to consider.  Mr. Benson opened it up for committee discussion.  

Alderman Musillami stated that before we make a motion for the City to spend that kind of money on a dog park that he would be open to letting the dogs walk in the bigger parks, Countryside, City and Ideal parks.  The only concern would be the maintenance of the park.  

Chairman Benson stated that he likes the idea and we could monitor the parks for one year to see how the park is being maintained.  In a year we can see what feedback we get from the residents and Public Works.  Also, we are talking about the dogs beings leashed all the time.  What would we do with the signs in the park?

City Administrator Paul stated that Chairman Benson asked her to reach out to IRMA to see if there was anything additionally that we should do in case of a dog bite and the City was named in the lawsuit The City would be covered under our general liability insurance.  IRMA recommends we install new signs stating that dogs are allowed in the park but only if they are on leashes.  If the Committee decides to charge a fine for either the dog not being leashed or the owner not picking up after their dog that should be included on the sign.  Ms. Paul recommends that we put the new signs up and keep the old signs in case we revert back.  



Alderman Musillami asked if the cameras were working at all three parks.  Chief Klimek stated that they are working at Ideal Park and Countryside Park but we do not have cameras at City Park.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor McDermott asked if we would be putting up doggy clean up stations.  City Administrator Paul said yes we would be.  

Alderman Von Drasek stated that many of the residents in his Ward wanted the dog park so they could let their dogs run with other dogs.  Chairman Benson said his concern was about the cost of the doggy park.  

Chairman Benson asked if we had any ordinances that are related to dog fines.  City Administrator Paul said that we do not at this time.  We do have in our Administrative section that we can levy fines up to $750 a day.  Alderman Finn said that would be at adjudication right?  Ms. Paul said yes that is right.   Mr. Benson asked if there is a specific amount of how much the fine should be.  Ms. Paul said not unless you specifically set the amount and we would add that to the sign.  Mayor McDermott said we could set the fine at a minimum of $250 per violation if the owner does not clean up after their dogs or have them unleashed.

Alderman Mikolyzk asked if we already had something in the code regarding nuisance dogs.  Chief Klimek said we do have a general nuisance dog ordinance.  Ms. Paul asked if there was a fine associated with this ordinance and Chief Klimek said no there is not.

Chairman Benson said that he likes the idea of dogs walking with leashes, signage, and fines and limit the dog walking to the three big parks.  Ms. Paul said that we would have to check with Ideal School because they own the Ideal Park.  

Chairman Benson asked for a motion to consider leashed dog walking at the three big parks for a trial period of one year and bring this item before the City Council at the next meeting, Alderman Musillami seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

6. OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS.
 
None.

7. ADJOURN.

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Musillami motioned to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Benson declared the meeting adjourned at 6:56 PM.

APPROVED:
Respectfully Submitted,


Alderman Mark Benson, Chairman
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